[Presence of specific factors in mother's milk against strains of diarrhea-causing Escherichia coli in humans].
Presence of specific secretory immunoglobulin A (sIgA) against pathogenic factors of Escherichia coli related with diarrheal disease was studied in colostrum and breast-milk samples obtained longitudinally from a cohort of rural Mexican women. Levels of sIgA against heat-labile enterotoxin, Shiga-like toxin, colonization factors antigens I, II and E8775 and adherence to HEp-2 cells were detected in samples obtained from 54 rural women during the first year of lactation. Although production of specific sIgA against these pathogenic factors was almost universal it was not constant, even in the same woman. The results reflect a definite mother-infant relationship during this period. The data support the thesis of using breast-milk as a vaccination vehicle against diarrhea associated with specific organisms during the first year of life of infants born in developing areas of the world.